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EDITORIAL NOTES 


* 


a PROF. HANS DRIESCH ON PSYCHICAL RESEARCH* 


The appearance of Dr. Driesch’s Handbook to the Method of Psy- 
chical Science;—for so we think we may venture to term this work,—will 
have been expected sooner or later by those acquainted with the work of 
this distinguished investigator and man of science who for many years past 
has afforded us so brilliant an example of sympathetic willingness to exam- 


. ine the whole question of psychical phenomena with an impartial mind and 


to accept whatever conclusions he might find necessary upon an order of 


___ facts which the large majority of his academic colleagues were unwilling 


even to envisage, much less to discuss. 


" To Dr. Driesch, however, as a leading exponent of the Vitalist school 
e of biology, it must seem that such an enquiry as is detailed in his book 


would in course of time be inevitable. The Vitalist view is tending more 
and more to supplant the older mechanistic theory of life and its functions 
which shows itself increasingly inadequate to explain the concepts of nature 
and causality. The radical ‘negativist’ who says that there ‘cannot be’ 
supernormal phenomena is usually to be found in the ranks of the true 
materialist who holds the dogma of a psychophysical parallelism which 
denies the existence of the mind as an independent (empirical) entity and 
only recognizes ‘mental phenomena’ as the interior aspect of mechanical 
processes in the brain. Dr. Driesch says: (pp. 56-57) “People logically and 
philosophically limited in this way can be fundamentally convinced,—if they 
are open-‘minded,—by a demonstration that their attitude is ‘dogmatic’, 
that is, ungrounded. But this must be done by elucidating the concepts of 
nature and causality.” 


*Psychical Research: the Science of the Super-Normal by Hans Driesch, Professor of Philoso- 


phy in the University of Leipzig: authorised Translation by Th. Besterman, London: G. Bell & 
Sons, Ltd., 1933. Small 8 vo. pp. 176. Price 5s. net. 
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2 EDITORIAL NOTES 


In a short Foreword by Sir Oliver Lodge, a brief outline is given of 
the antecedent phases of Dr. Driesch’s scientific career. His reputation 
was first built as a distinguished biologist and it was he who first emphasized 
the view that the actions of living beings exhibited a purpose or design, 
significant of the presence of a principle which he termed ‘entelechy’; a 
coordinating and directing principle existing apart from all bodily organs 
and their secretions. He thus came to adopt the Vitalist philosophy and 
this ultimately led to his acceptance of the Chair of Philosophy at Leipzig. 


Dr. Driesch, in his new book, does not assume on the part of the novice 
in psychical theory any experience comparable to his own, but would rather 
assist him in his uncertainties, realizing that what is wanted chiefly now is 
a sure basis of genuine facts of observation. The whole of the first part of 
his book is thus written from the standpoint of one without ‘supernormal’ 
experience but habituated to the methods of orthodox science. 


Later in the book he allows himself to make use of the work of the 
London S. P. R., of which he became President in 1926 and 1927. The 
phenomena he discusses fall into two groups;—the parapsychical and the 
paraphysical. For experinental purposes he considers that the paraphysical 
stand first, though they are admittedly on a lower plane and have less im- 
portant consequences than the psychical variety. He allows, moreover, their 
greater claim to the ready attention of the man of science. Sir O. Lodge 
_ aptly quotes, on this head, the view expressed by the Editor of Nature, 
namely, that if that Journal admitted the account of any supernormalities 
to its columns, it would be more likely in the first instance to select those 
more akin to its usual contents and which might be explored by more or 
less ordinary apparatus. “It is probable” says Sir O. Lodge, “that very 
few of those who call themselves spiritualists will be attracted by this book: 
throughout . . . and yet it may be good for them, as showing the kind of 
evidence necessary to the establishment of supernormal phenomena before 
they will be repelled by the extremity of scientific caution which is displayed 
they are acceptable or credible to orthodox science.” 


Dr. Driesch, in his own Preface, asks first, how the avoidance of all 
deception may best be achieved; and secondly, what would constitute a 
crucial experiment for the establishment of a theory? In order to reduce all 
phenomena to the least number of fundamental types, he sets out to de- 
termine just how many such ‘fundamentals’ there are. As to facts now 
regarded as genuinely established, he says: ““When all the necessary precau- 
tions . . . in regard to any particular phenomenon have been rved and 
the phenomenon still occurs, then it is clearly ‘established’ and can be re- 
garded as a fact. If I were not convinced that there does exist a certain 
number, even though not a very great one . . . I would not have written this 
book, but would have abandoned the ‘occultists’ to themselves and their 
fate. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES 3 


The attitude of ‘official’ science to psychical research, Dr. Driesch 
stigmatizes as one that will hereafter appear quite irresponsible. Rooted 
as it is in academic indifference, it must, he says, be condemned in unmis- 
takable terms, once and for all. “Universities should certainly take up a 
critical attitude towards new ideas; but surely they are not mere institu 
tions for the preservation of existing ideas, acting as if everything essential 
were already known, and concerning themselves only with trifling improve- 
ments in points of detail. It is a fact that barriers are raised against ‘vital’ 
new ideas, and such a thing is insupportable in the present state of affairs. 

To the believers—those whom he would describe as credulous—he 
would point out the absurdity of taking offence when the phenomena of 
mediumship are under suspicion. “The conditions are so incredibly diff- ° 
cult,—particularly in the field of the physical phenomena,—that probably 
every investigator is occasionally deceived. To establish ideal conditions 
of certitude is a task which, since the subjects of the investigation are hu- 
man beings, almost exceeds the powers of the investigator. Nevertheless, 
in view of the profound novelty of the phenomena, the conditions must be 
‘ideal’ if the facts are to be accepted. The medium also should not feel of- 
fended . . . even when the suspicion of conscious as well as unconscious 
fraud is expressed. The importance of the subject is such that there must 
be freedom to express such suspicions; but with the proper reservation 
(p. 4) that moderation is necessary, and that “conscious fraud should not 
be openly alleged until absolutely no other possibility remains open to the 
critic . . . and if an investigator be involved, he should not be made the 
object of offensive observations.” 

The certitude and uniformity of expectation which characterizes scien- 
tific experiment are absent in psychical research. For this reason, negative 
experiments (in which a specifically awaited event fails to occur) must be 
studied with great caution before they are regarded as radically negative. 


OBSERVATION (1) sPONTANEOUS: (2) ANTICIPATORY. 


The phenomena of psychical research Dr. Driesch classifies provision- 
ally into the three categories of spontaneous observation; anticipatory ob- 
servation; and experiment. The first include cases of true telepathy, some of 
thought-reading, clairvoyance and prophecy; hauntings, telekineses, etc., in 
their primary manifestation, i.e., when unexpected. Anticipatory observa: 
tion follows, and it is undertaken in so-called ‘sittings’ for certain physical 
phenomena . . . or in the investigation of these by ‘commissions’. But as re- 
gards the third stage,—that of scientific investigation,—he says that, so far, 
only conscious telepathy and thought-transference have, in the strict sense 
of the word, been made the subject of experiment, and, quite recently, tele 


kineses, by Osty. Here he seems to have overlooked the work of Crawford, 
to which we find no allusion in his book. 


TRUE OR SPONTANEOUS TELEPATHY 
The author cites four conditions required to establish the fact of genu- 


| 
i 
J 4 
i @ 
n 
s 


4 EDITORIAL NOTES 


ine telepathy, and affirms it to be a matter of fact that there do exist occur: 
rences in which all these conditions are fulfilled, and these are numerous. 
The English investigators found that as regards temporal coincidence in al- 
leged telepathic monitions of death, these were 465 times greater than the 
law of probability would indicate. Clairvoyance and Prophecy he disting: 
uishes from true telepathy, as also Thought-reading, though he allows for 


the possibility that clairvoyance may be referred in some cases to thought’ 
reading. 


PHYSICAL PHENOMENA 


Although, in the initial stages of investigation, a condition of darkness 
may be allowed, it should, he says, be regarded as an imperative duty to 
free oneself from these conditions . . . “The replacement of darkness or 
weak light by good light is really of quite fundamental importance, and | 
am not afraid to say that I cannot admit as quite certain any paraphysical 
phenomenon that took place in darkness or even in a dull red light. Of 
course, this is not to say that all phenomena alleged to have taken place in 
good light are certain! For there are such people as conjurors and they are 
often very skilful! When I was travelling to China, an Arab came on board 
at Port Said who, without assistance and without preparation of the smoke- 
room in which the performance took place, extracted living chickens which 
afterwards ran about gaily, from the waistcoat pockets of the passengers. 
Nobody discovered how the trick was done, even though it was admittedly 
nothing but a trick!” 


PRECAUTIONS IN PHYSICAL RESEARCH 


Both medium and sitters, remarks Dr. Driesch (p. 25) must be, a priori 
regarded as ‘suspect’. Unfortunately, amiable generalizations are worthless 
here. For man is a strange creature! Anybody who says, “How could this 
person cheat?’ . . . forgets, in the first place, that conscious fraud is not 
necessarily in question and secondly, that even a medium of high social posi- 
tion can occasionally be a strange creature, perhaps possessed by an out-of- 
the-way passion for self-expression, even if not merely by a taste for practical 
joking. “It is precisely an honest medium . . . who should look at the mat: 
ter in a purely scientific way. He should not regard a reference to fraud 
as insulting, but rather as a consideration which is justified in view of the 
extraordinary character of the phenomena. And he should not forget that 
he is not responsible for his subconsciousness. For who indeed knows his 
own subconscious?” 


The work of various notable mediums is discussed. The phenomena 
of Mirabelli, though impressive, proved not acceptable as reliably genuine. 


What Dr. Driesch saw of Valiantine in Berlin he describes as a ‘lamentable | 


farce’. Of the present status of the Margery mediumship he offers no opity 


ion, but merely records the fact that various improvements in control seem © 


to have been made since his proposal of certain conditions in 1926. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES 


PHENOMENA OF HAUNTINGS 


“Tt is a fact” says our author, . . . “that the existing reports of haunt- 
ings yield an appreciable probability that these phenomena are genuine. . . . 
At any rate, hauntings have attained a much higher degree of probability 
than such phenomena as the direct voice, apports, etc., and it is certainly 
the duty of science to investigate them.” 


MENTAL PHENOMENA 


In the phenomenon of thought-transference, there are a whole range of 
unconscious indications to be guarded against: and apart from these, the 
investigation by Marbe into psychological preferences present very valuable 
precautionary methods in certain cases: e.g. if requested to think of a color, 
by far the larger number of people will think first of red and then of green: 
whilst as regards figures, the number 5 is preferred, and among cards, the ace. 
If the medium knows these facts, thought-reading will be an easy matter for 
him. There is also the fact of hyperaesthesia to be guarded against. It is 
often manifest in the hypnotic state. In the field of physical phenomena, 
the exaggerated suspiciousness of sceptics expresses itself thus: Supernormal 
phenomena alleged to be genuine could be fraudulently imitated, and con- 
sequently they are all fraudulent. Only that which is incapable of being 
imitated is genuine. “Leaving on one side the formal fallaciousness of this 
conclusion, it must be pointed out that, given complete freedom of condi- 
tions, every experiment can be imitated, even in chemistry and physics. But 
this cannot be done when the conditions are prescribed. The conditions 
are what is essential; and even under the proper conditions, the phenomena 
must actually be imitated, and not merely capable of imitation, to make the 
falseness of the phenomena probable. ... This is the attitude we take up 
ourselves.” Here Dr. Driesch places his finger upon that large body of 
facile criticism which concerns itself with the suggestion of ways and means 
of fraud. Of this type we have seen a great deal. Nothing is simpler to 
the inventive mind, and nothing more fascinating where the will exists to 
a destructive criticism. Unfortunately the research files are full of it, and it 
passes for science. 

We have already transgressed our allotted space in dealing with the 
first part of Dr. Driesch’s book and for that reason we will reserve the con- 
sideration of all that he has to say on the subject of the higher problems of 
Psychical Research until February. This we find very stimulating and be- 
lieve that the expression of his views, laid as they are before the reader with 
clarity, cannot fail to advance in a notable degree the formation of a better- 
instructed opinion among the laity at large, even if he does not succeed in 
making a serious dent in the armor of the academic ‘negativist’. 

* 


* 


THE SPEED OF LIGHT FOUND VARIABLE 


The conclusion of the great Michelson experiment in determining the 
question of a variation in the speed of light-radiation is reported from Pasa- 
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EDITORIAL NOTES 


dena by the Associated Press, under date December 15th, 1933. It records 
the finding of a definite and measurable variation, at once disconcerting to 


_ those physicists of the Einstein school who saw in the speed of light an ab- 


solute and invariable factor and hence a constant datum of reference in a 
cosmos of perpetual change and variability: and, on the other hand, a new 
support for theorists of the Lodge school, who assume an ether of space not 
only interpenetrating and interacting with matter but in itself highly organ 
ized and differentiated. 

Had the conclusion been otherwise, then the existence of an ether of 
space would be no longer a necessary assumption, and with it would disap- 
pear much of the philosophical ground for the whole metaphysical struc- 
ture which would relate our physical universe with a higher universe of 
Mind through the agency of an intermediate quantity of dynamic nature 
psycho-physical in its attributes. 


Whilst the investigators are careful not to pronounce an irrevocable 
verdict, but to hint at the need of further equipment of a more sensitive 
nature in order finallv to establish the presence of the irregularities observed, 
there can be but little doubt that these are already so well-marked and so 
consistent that the further quest of proof will be really of a formal kind. 
The work, since the death of Prof. A. A. Michelson in May, 1931. has 
been caried on by Dr. Francis G. Pease of the Washineton Carnegie Insti- 
tute, and Dr. Fred Pearson of the University of Chicago. The main varia- 
tions noted appear to correspond to the solar and lunar cvcles, inasmuch as 
the lesser variation is given as 1434 days, or the period between new and 
full moon; whilst the sreater variation is stated to last “about a vear” and 
mav, we venture to coniecture, turn out to be coincident with the length 
of the sidereal solar year. 


*£ & & 


The assumption of an absolute constancy in the speed of light dates 
from 1887,—that of the famous Michelson-Morley experiment at Cleveland, 
when the power of a hypothetical “ether-drift” to retard or to accelerate 
the rays of light was made the subiect of a special test, the result being that 
although a minute variation was detected, it proved so much smaller than 
was to be expected according to theory, that it was set aside as inconclusive 
and perhaps due to errors in the recording instruments. Consequently the 
very existence of an ether of space was relegated, in the minds of leading 
physicists, to the limbo of discarded hypotheses. 


& & 


It is too soon to say what will be the effect of the latest revelation upon 
astrophysics and one of the first questions to be answered will probably be: 
“Does the lesser variation of 1434, days coincide with the actual lunar 
phases, or does it not?” In the case of the greater “‘annual” variation a 
more recondite factor seems to be involved and we would like to know 
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whether the conditions of variability have been observed to have any con 
nection with the times of aphelion and perihelion in the eccentricity of the 
earth’s orbit? No doubt further data will soon be forthcoming which will 
add to our understanding of this fascinating disclosure. But we may at 
least feel that in the announcement already made we have a notable new 
support from physical science for those theories of etheric interpenetration 
and interaction which are so closely linked with our own metapsychical 


and metaphysical studies as well as with the Vitalist view of the cosmos 
above discussed. 


* * & 


The Editor has been instructed by the President of the A. S. P. R., Mr. 
William H. Button, to publish the following general outline of Mr. B. K.. 
Thorogood’s finding in the matter of the “Walter” thumbprints which he 
has specially written for the information of members. The details of the 
investigation are recorded in the volume now printed and in process of cir- 
culation among all members of the Society. 


) 
s 
d 
h § 
es 
d, | 
ite 
at | 
an 
ve 
he 
ng 
yon 
be: 
nar 
na 
OW! | 


(A) “Walter” (B) Dr. “X” 
Ficure 102. 
From Mr. B. K. Thorogood’s Report. 


Micro-photograph, showing differences of structure between the delta of the 
“Walter” right thumb and the delta of the Dr. “X” right thumb. (See p. 11.) 
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MR. THOROGOOD’S REPORT ON 
FINGERPRINT PHENOMENA IN THE 
MARGERY MEDIUMSHIP 


By H. Burton 


Mr. Thorogood’s report upon the fingerprint phenomena that have oc- 
curred in the Margery Mediumship auring the lasc seven years or more is 
being sent to all members ot the Society. 

‘Lhe immediate occasion tor the report was the alleged discovery in 
March, 1932 (published in October, 1932) by Mr. E. E. Dudley that tne 
right and lett thumbprints long attributed to “Walter” were in fact identi- 
cal with the right and left thumbprints of Doctor X, a living man. 

‘Lo appreciate the amount or care:ul work done by Mr. ‘Lhorogood it 
is necessary tor one to read his report in tull. \Nevertneless it seems proper 
to make some general comments upon it in the JouRNAL. 

Mr. Thorogood demonstrates that Mr. Dudley's conclusions, so con 
fidently promulgated in October, 1932, are without foundation, and that 
the “Walter” thumbprints are neither those of Dr. X, nor of any other liv- 
ing man so tar as known. The evidence which existed when Mr. Dudley pub- 
lished his conclusions was such that it should have convinced any competent 
investigator that the phenomena were supernormal. 

Among other things that had been published there were the sittings 
with Mr. Hamlin Garland in June, 1927 (vide Psychic Research, Feb., 
1930) in which various thumbprints were produced under most impressive 
circumstances. 

, There were the thumbprints of Chas. S. Hill, procured after his death, 
and under strict conditions of control (JourNaL, February, 1932, p. 48). 

There were the thumbprints obtained by Dr. Robin J. Tillyard, alone 
with the medium, in August, 1928, under conditions that cannot be criti- 
cised successfully. (Psychic Research, April, 1931; p. 1377.) 

There were the prints of Sir Oliver Lodge obtained at Lime Street in 
July, 1931 whilst he was in London. (Journat, March, 1932, p. 97.) 

There was a thumbprint obtained by the writer on March 13, 1931, 
at a solus sitting, with the medium lashed with surgeon’s tape so that she 
could not move even her fingers. (Psychic Research, April, 1931; p. 146.) 

On February 16, 1932, the writer obtained a thumbprint inside a 
heavy locked box which could not be opened without the fact becoming 
immediately apparent. (JourNAL, March, 1932, p. 133.) 

On February 23, 1932, Mr. Thorogood likewise procured a print in the 
same box. The sitting is described in detail and certified to by Professor 
Adams, Mr. Fife, and Mr. Thorogood. (Journat, July, 1932, p. 268.) 

On May 3rd and 4th, 1932, the writer obtained right and left hands in 
relief. The control was drastic and the exhibits themselves show they were 
supernormally produced. No such hands could be produced normally in 
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the time consumed;—two minutes in one case and forty seconds in the 
other. They probably could not be produced normally in any length of 
time. (JouRNAL, September, 1932, p. 335.) 

All of this evidence and much more was known to Mr. Dudley in Oc- 
tober, 1932 and should have given him pause. He had repeatedly expressed 
himself substantially to the effect that the phenomena were supernormal. 
In his October pronouncement he relied upon opinions of police experts, 
although he himself has recognized that their opinions are of little weight 
in such a situation. Also he had none of the original waxes to submit to 
them—only photographs; and in such an inquiry, as Mr. Thorogood has 
shown, such photographs may be very deceptive. The above evidence, and 
the above circumstances should have convinced Mr. Dudley that there was 
something wrong with his conclusions. Mr. Thorogood not only considers 
and analyses the evidence mentioned and the considerations above set forth, 
but produces a mass of new and conclusive evidence. 


It has been a frequent criticism of psychic phenomena that they. can 
not be repeated on request, and therefore their validity cannot be established. 
This claim has been refuted many times heretofore in the Margery medium- 
ship. Again, in connection with the experiments involved in this report, 
the repeatability of the phenomena has been demonstrated in a startling 
manner. 

Prior to Mr. Dudley’s announcement, the impressions that had been 
produced were of single thumbs or fingers; or sometimes of two or more 
such impressions on one piece of wax. Mr. Thorogood first procured com- 
plete impressions of both the hands of Dr. X. He then consulted “Walter” 
and requested him to produce, not impressions of his separate fingers or 
thumbs, but complete impressions of both of his hands. This Walter pro- 
ceeded to do in a series of sittings in April and May, 1932. 

The results were partial fingers, thumbs, etc., gradually growing into | 
larger sections of hands until finally there were produced complete replicas | 
of both right and left hands,—these being in relief. For the first time then | 
it was possible to co-ordinate the different fingers, thumbs and other portions 
of the “Walter” hands. 

The circumstances attending these experiments were such as to pre’ 
clude fraud, confederacy, or other normal action. The wax slabs used were 
of large size. They were most ingeniously marked for identification. 
Nothing could have been substituted for them. The sittings were held in 
the presence only of the medium, Mr. Thorogood and his immediate associ- 
ates, and even then, the personnel of the experimenters varied considerably 
from sitting to sitting. As a result of these experiments Mr. Thorogood has 
demonstrated that these exhibits so procured were produced supernormally. 

A consideration of these exhibits themselves again demonstrates their 
supernormality. They are in relief—that is, they are positives—appearing 
as the original hands would appear, palms up. They are large and unwieldy. 
No way of producing them normally suggests itself. 
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MR. THOROGOOD’S REPORT ON FINGERPRINT i 
An examination of these new hands showed that the right and left 
thumb patterns were identical with most of the old right and left thumb 
prints at Lime Street. This fact is persuasive evidence that the older ones 
were likewise produced supernormally. The new hands in their entirety 
proved to be very different from those of Dr. X. 


The next step was the determination that the left thumbprints of these 
new exhibits, and the old ones, so far as Mr. Thorogood had them, bear 
none of the characteristics of Dr. X’s left thumb. 

It then developed that there was a striking similarity between the right 
thumbs on these new exhibits and the right thumb of Dr. X but that 


the two were not identical. Mr. Thorogood has demonstrated this fact 
beyond peradventure. 


It seems to be true that in ordinary fingerprint practice, many experts 
engaged in criminal investigation and the like, who find that a compara- 
tively few characteristics on two prints agree, are apt to pronounce the 
prints to be those of the same digit. It is, however, obvious that if there is 
even one persistent different characteristic in the two prints, the conclusion 
is unavoidable that they were not made by the same digit. To illustrate 
one of these differences between the Walter right thumb and the right 
thumb of Dr. X, it seems worth while to reproduce herewith Figure 102 
from Mr. Thorogood’s report, which shows the deltas of the right thumb- 
prints of “Walter” and Dr. X respectively, very much magnified. We 
reproduce these illustrations for the reason that a casual inspection of them 
will convince any one that the two patterns are not the same, and that 
therefore the impressions could not be of the same thumb. 


Upon the old evidence, supplemented by that which he himself ob 
tained, Mr. Thorogood announces the positive conclusion that the “Wal- 
ter” prints are not those of Dr. X, nor of any other known living man, and 
that there is no evidence of fraud in the production of any of them. 

Another important episode was the demonstration anew by Mr. Thoro- 
good’s experiments, that the “Walter” voice is independent of any normal 
mechanism. This has been proved many times by previous experiments 
but Mr. Thorogood has added a demonstration that is again conclusive. 
He installed a sensitive microphone in a locked and sealed box, impervious 
to penetration by any sound-producing waves. The microphone was con- 
nected with a loudspeaker in a distant part of the house, and Walter’s 
voice was produced from the loud-speaker with no sound audible in the 
séanceroom. ‘This demonstration is connected with the fingerprint experi- 
ments, as Mr. Thorogood points out, because it proves that Walter’s direc- 
tion of the experiments and his statements that the resulting fingerprints 
are his own, are announced by a voice that is supernormal. 

Mr. Thorogood’s conclusions are unequivocal, and we believe that his 
report is an outstanding contribution to psychic knowledge. 

There is one problem connected with the situation, however, that is 
puzzling, and it is the writer’s opinion that it can never be conclusively 
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solved. It relates to the left thumbprint that was published in the JourNAL 
in 1928. (Psychic Research, October, 1928, p. 564.) Prior to Mr. 
Thorogood’s recent experiments, “Walter” had produced few left 
thumbprints. The first ones were produced by him on August 23rd, 1927, 
in pursuance of an unexpected request from Mr. Fife. All the records of 
this sitting are specific to the effect that three thumbprints unlike any pro- 
duced theretofore were produced that evening and were stated by “Wal- 
ter” to be prints of his left thumb. The records also state that on the same 
evening Mr. Dudley and Mr. Fife announced the three to be alike. 

One of these three purports to be the one illustrated in the JourNAL as 
above mentioned. What became of the wax we do not know, and it is not 
in the possession of any one at Lime Street. The strange fact however, now 
appears that the one so published seems to be identical with the left thumb- 
print of Dr. X, but to be entirely different from the two others pro- 
duced the same evening, now in Mr. Thorogood’s possession;—which two 
correspond in every detail to the left thumbprints procured in the recent 
experiments. The solution of this problem I will leave my readers to specu 
late upon. It is apparent, however, that there must be some mistake about 
the wax that was reproduced in the JourNAL, or there must have been some 
substitution made. This complication, I believe, will never be adequately 
explained. 

The records also state in regard to the same evening that one of these 
left thumb impressions was given to Mr. Hutchinson of Cleveland. That 
print is now produced, and it is stated that it agrees with the left thumb- 
print published in the JourNaL in 1928 and therefore with that of Dr. 
X. Mr. Thorogood had no opportunity to examine this thumbprint, 
and cannot say whether this claim is correct or not. There is, however, con- 
siderable confusion in the records as to who gave this print to Mr. Hutchin- 
son. Mr. Hutchinson states that Dudley gave it to him. It seems improb- 
able that one of the three left thumb impressions first obtained would be 
disposed of thus casually. The two waxes Mr. Thorogood has are con- 
clusively demonstrated by Mr. Dudley’s marking and by their history to be 
two of the three originals and, as has been stated, they correspond exactly 
with the left thumbprints recently produced through Mr. Thorogood’s new 
experiments and are obviously unlike Dr. X’s. 


In regard to the right thumb used by Mr. Dudley as a basis of com- 
parison, also illustrated in the Journat (Psychic Research, April, 1928, 
p. 201) it is impossible to say from the illustration—and Mr. Thorogood 
did not have the wax—whether it corresponds to the authentic right thumb- 
prints of “Walter” or not. Optical illusions play so large a part that such 
illustrations are of little use in this regard. It is easy enough to hold such 
an illustration at different angles, or in different lights, and in the one case 
to get the impression that the dark lines are ridges and in the other case 
that the light lines are ridges. It is impossible to tell which is correct. 


The fact remains, however, that new experiments have shown that 
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both of Walter’s thumbs are entirely different from those of Dr. X or any 
other person whose thumbprints are on record at Lime Street; and that 
these recent impressions are identical with most of the old ones. 


Another circumstance is interesting to consider. Mr. Thorogood 
submitted photographs of the new hands together with a number of the 
old waxes to Dr. Cummins of Tulane University. After considerable dis- 
cussion, Dr. Cummins came to the conclusion that the pattern of the right 
thumb on the new hand is identical with that of the right thumb impression 
of Dr. X. It does not appear that Dr. Cummins has any familiarity with, 
or interest in psychics; but having come to the above conclusion he had 
quite a problem on his hands. 

There were only three possible solutions, which were as follows: 


ist. To conclude that two different individuals could have the same right thumbprints, 
—the rest of their hands being greatly dissimilar. 


2nd. To conclude that he, Dr. Cummins, was mistaken, and that the Walter and the 
Dr. X right thumbprints were not identical. 


3rd. To conclude that the thumbprint on the hand was artificially made and had been 
stuck on to the hand as a separate operation. 


Dr. Cummins rejected the first explanation because the whole body 
of fingerprint literature, and the statements of all fingerprint experts, are 
to the effect that no two persons have ever been found who had identical 
prints. Of course he rejected the second explanation. He could not be 
mistaken in his identification. That left him only the third alternative, 
which was to maintain that on Mr. Thorogood’s new hand the thumb had 
been artificially made and stuck on; and this is his conclusion. 

We agree that the first explanation should be rejected. Mr. Thoro 
good has conclusively disproved the third explanation. Therefore the only 
explanation is the second,—that Dr. Cummins is mistaken. 

The fact, of course, is that Dr. Cummins did not proceed in his exam- 
ination far enough to detect the differences between the two thumbprints. 
It is also true that Dr. Cummins had nothing but a photograph of the hand 
to work from which, as we have pointed out before, is very unsatisfactory. 

Mr. Thorogood comes to forty-four specific conclusions and finally 


condenses those in regard to the fingerprint phenomena into the following 
three: 


1. There is no evidence of fraud, trickery or the use of any normal mechanism in 
connection with the seance production of the “Walter” finger-print phenomena. 


2. ——— phenomena are definitely proved by the evidence to be super- 
normal. 


Neither of the “Walter” hands as a whole nor as to any of the component parts, 
is identical with that of any known person or persons. 


We commend to our readers a careful reading of Mr. Thorogood’s 
report and a considered judgment as to his conclusions. 


December 19, 1933. 


RECORD OF THE “X” GROUP 


PRELIMINARY NOTE BY THE EDITOR 


Readers of the chronicles which have been appearing for some time past in the 
JouRNAL of the A. S. P. R. under the distinctive title ‘Le Livre des Revenants’ will be 
greatly interested to learn that the series of communications, so largely verifiable in their 
nature, which was so regrettably interrupted first by the serious illness and finally by 
the death of Mrs. Xcess has been resumed with extraordinary success through the 
enterprise of her friend Mrs. Van Antwerp (also a member of the original group), aided 
by a small circle of personal friends meeting with the quite accordant intention to 
carry on the work and with the hope that it might be possible to enlist the continued 
interest of their deceased colleague in the furtherance of the work which had come to 
so untimely a conclusion through her passing. 

This expectation would seem less unreasonable when it is remembered that Mrs. 
X. had been the principal agent in obtaining the former results. The gift which she 
exercised was the unusual one of a power to read intuitively by alphabetical process 
and at great speed the delicate vibratory movements of the little card-table at which the 
sitters were grouped, when the alphabet was rapidly spelled out by one or other of the 
sitters—usually Mrs. Van Antwerp. The curious thing about this faculty was that it 
could not be exercised with the same certainty if the spelling was slowed down. Mrs. 
X. with her hands upon the table-top like the rest of the group, would usually 
concentrate her attention upon the lips of the speller and give out in quick succession 
letters or syllables read by her: so the process was by no means so slow or clumsy as 
might be imagined by anyone who had not attended the sittings. And again; when it is 
borne in mind that Mrs. X. was not only deeply interested in the work of recording 
the history of the strangers—the miscellaneous concourse of ‘revenants’ who passed 
successively into manifestation, but was without doubt greatly disappointed that her 
feeble health should have interfered with the continued success of the experiments, it 
can easily be understood that granted that the conditions of her post-mortem experi- 
ence would allow of a resumption of her part in the work, it would be her first thought 
and wish to return and assist her friends in completing the task they had from the 
first borne in mind. 

The work of this group lies open to a very facile criticism from the fact that in so 
many details it has been possible to establish verifications from local Directories and 
suburban telephone books. In such cases, of course, the spirit-hypothesis may be set 
aside as unnecessary by those who find a readier and more probable explanation in the 
exhibition of supernormal faculty or ‘metagnomic’ awareness on the part of some one 
concerned. Exactly how this would work is a proper point for study, as it involves 
the agitation of the table under the joint control of five or six persons, neither of whom 
seems to be aware that she is taking a dominant part in the movement which is respon- 
sive to the alphabet as uttered by one of them. 

The only alternative—one quite unthinkable to anyone knowing the ladies con- 
cerned—would be that the speller had, (to follow the estimable Bostonian critic) 
raked over old papers and books of reference and memorised certain items with a view 
of fooling her friends. But even so, could she have obtained all the details given 
through the table? A study of the items will probably furnish the best reply to this 
question. 


REGISTER OF SITTINGS 


The series proper includes the following, of which a careful record has 
in all cases been taken at the time and subsequently entrusted to the Editor, 
together with the correspondence concerning the verification of names and 
addresses, etc., of communicators. It is understood that unless so stated, 
these have been entirely outside the knowledge of any of the group. 
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Sitting No. I. Date: Feb. 8, 1932. Sitters: G. W.: E. T.: M. T.: 
M. H. and M. V. A. 

Sitting No. II. Feb. 15, 1932. Sitters as No. I. 

Sitting No. III. Date: March 14, 1932. At Mrs. Webster's. Sit- 
ters: Mrs. G. Webster: Mrs. Van Antwerp: Mrs. Seeley: Mrs. Traver: 
Miss Marion Traver: and Mrs. Emery Hall. 

Sitting No. IV. Date: March 21, 1932. At Mrs. Webster’s. Sitters: 
The same six sitters. 


Sitting No. V. Date: April 4, 1932. At Mrs. Webster's. Sitters: 
The same six sitters. 

Sitting No. VI. Date: April 18, 1932. At Mrs. Webster's. Sitters: 
Mrs. Webster: Mrs. Van Antwerp: Miss Marion Traver: Mrs. Hall. 

Sitting No. VII. Date: April 25, 1932. At Mrs. Webster's. Sitters: 
Mrs. Webster: Mrs. Van Antwerp: Mrs. Traver: Miss M. Traver: Mrs. 
Hall. 

Sitting No. VIII. Date: May 2, 1932. At Mrs. Webster's. Sitters: 
Mrs. Webster: Mrs. Van Antwerp: Mrs. Traver: Miss M. Traver: Mrs. 
Hall. 

A detailed transcript follows: 

(N.B. Pseudonyms are in all cases used in the printed record.) 


Sitting No. I. 
First Control. (C.1.) “TERRY.” 
Sitter. “What is your first name?” 
C.1. “EDW.” 
Sitter. “Where did you live?” 
C.1. “DOUGLASTON.” 
Sitter. ‘Where is Douglaston?” 
C.l. “LONG ISLAND.” 

Sitter. ‘Can you give us your address at Douglaston?” 
C.l. “Yes: HAZELGROVE AVENUE.” 

(At this point, Mrs. Hall removed her hands after the first three let- 
ters of “Hazelgrove’ had been spelt out, remarking: “I never heard of the 
name TERRY and I think it is Hazelgrove Road; but I'll keep my hands off 
because I live in Douglaston and don’t want to influence the table.”) 

Sitter. “Will you give us the address again?” 

“HAZELGROVE AVENUE.” 

Sitter. “You are sure that it is ‘Avenue?’ ” 

C.l. “Yes.” 


Sitter. “‘Can you give us the number of your house?” 
“No. 331." 


(Subsequently verified as correct.) 
Sitter. ‘Will you give us the name of a neighbour of yours?” 
“Not interested . . . nosey.” 
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Sitter. “Did you live in the Old Section, or another part of Douglas 
ton?” 


C.1. “Old part.” 
(M.H. here remarked “Oh, the old part-—and table spells out a ‘y’, 
making ‘Old party’.) 
Sitter. “You mean that you were an old party?” 
Sitter. “How old were you when you passed over?” 
C.1. “Ninety-two.” 
Sitter. “Were you called by any title, like ‘Judge’ or “Major’?” 
C.1. “Yes,—Captain:—Was veteran of Civil War.” 
Sitter. “Where was your body buried?” 
C.1. “CORONA.” 
Sitter. “From what illness did you pass away?” 
C.1. “So old.” 
Sitter. “Did you attend any church?” 
Sitter. “To whom can we write, if you can not give us a neighbor's 
name?” 
C.1. “To my son—he lives in house I did.” 
Sitter. “What is his name?” 
C.1. “EDW.—same as mine.” 
Sitter. “Is his name in the telephone book?” 
C.l. “Yes.” | 
(Subsequently M.H. found in the local Telephone Book the full name 


correctly given: Edwin G. Terry: Address: Hazelgrove Avenue, Douglas 
Manor. 


Sitter. “Are you happy?” 

C.1. “Yes: glad to go.” 
* * 

Second Control. (C.2.) 
C.2. “RACHEL LEO.” 

Sitter. “Where did you pass away?” 
C.2. “HOUSTON.” 

Sitter. “Texas?” 
CZ. 

Sitter. ‘Where was your home there?” 
C.2. “No home.” 

Sitter. “You mean you had no residence there?” 
C.2. “Visiting.” 

Sitter. “You passed away whilst visiting someone?” 

Sitter. ‘““Was it through accident or illness?” 
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C.2. “Tilness.” 
Sitter. “‘How old were you at the time?” 


(Here there was a pause, and some one said ‘In the neighborhood of 
30?° as a query.) 


C.2. 

Sitter. ““Where was your house?” 

C.2. “LARCHMONT: NEW YORK. I lived with Father.” 
Sitter. “What is his name?” 

C.2. “Father an M.D.: name BINFIELD .. . G.” 
Sitter. “‘How long ago did you pass into the spirit?” 
(Here there was another pause.) 

Sitter. “Was it within the present year?” 

C2. 
Sitter. “Is your mother in spirit?” 

C.2. (hesitatingly) “Yes.” 

Sitter. “Have you found her?” 

C.2. “No. Mama living: her name is THEODORA.” 
Sitter. “Have you any sisters?” 

(Table tipped once for “No.”’) 
Sitter. “Any brothers?” 


(Table tipped twice, but uncertainly, and sitters assume that this 
means “‘two”’.) 

Sitter. “Are you happy?” 
C.2. “No: miss Dad.” 

Sitter. “Does he believe in psychics?” 
C.2. “No.” 


Sitter. ‘‘Do you think he would answer if we wrote him?” 
C.2. “No.” 


Sitter. ‘Did you go before you wanted to?” 
C.2. “Yes. Life is sweet.” 


Sitter. “Is your father’s name in the telephone book?” 
C.2. “Yés.” 


(This was subsequently fully verified both as regards name and ad- 
dress.) 


* * 


Sitting No. I. Note by Mrs. Van Antwerp dated February 9, 1932. 
“MH. called me up today to say that she had been speaking over the 


“phone to a Mrs. Zasesssessssssee who lived in the same town as the first control 
(TERRY) who called himself “an old party” of ninety-two years. M.H. 
asked Mrs. Zucseessessess: if she knew the Terry family who lived on Hazel- 


grove Avenue, and her reply was 


“Strange,—I don’t know a thing about them, but I think there was 
a funeral yesterday.” 


MH. asked who it was who had died, and the reply was: | 
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“The old man: I believe he was over ninety.” 


M.H. then asked where the burial had taken place, and Mrs. Zanes 
said she thought ‘in Corona cemetery.’ 


* 


Note Feb. 18th. 


M.H. tells me that Mrs. Zocccsccsoos confirmed by phone that Captain 
Edwin Terry was a veteran. She also said that she had looked up Dr. Leo 
in Larchmont Street Directory for 1926 and had found that Dr. G. Binfield 
Leo was the name given. 


Note Feb. 16th. (Mrs. Van Antwerp.) 


“T called up a friend, whose address I had to enquire for, as I had not 
seen her in years, and she used to live in Larchmont. I asked her if she 
knew anything about Dr. Leo’s daughter, and her reply was: 

“You mean Rachel Leo? Why, she died in Houston, Texas, a short 
time ago.” 


As a result of this conversation, I have in my possession the obituary 
notice published in the Larchmont “Times’ of Feb. 4th, 1932, which said 
that Rachel Leo, who was born in 1907, had passed away in Houston, 
Texas, four days before (i.e. Jan. 31, 1932). My friend also told me that 
Dr. Leo had been married twice,—which may account for Rachel’s un- 
certainty about her mother. 

Sitting No. II. Date: Feb. 15, 1932. Sitters: G. W.: E. T.: M. T.: 
M. H.: M.S.: M. J.: and M. V. A. 

First Control. (C.1.) 
C.l. “SLANE... FREDERIC.” 

(The names were given in this order and the surname was so unusual 
that the group thought it was someone who had been slain.) 

Sitter. “Will you please repeat?” 

C.1. “FREDERIC SLANE.” 

Sitter. ‘‘Does ‘Frederic’ end with a ‘C’?” 

Sitter. “Where did you live?” 
C.l. “CANADA.” 

Sitter. “Where in Canada?” 
C.1. “WATERFORD.” 

Sitter. “What province?” 
C.1. “ONTARIO.” 

Sitter. “Can you give any details to help us?” 
C.l. “M.D.” 

Sitter. ““You were a doctor, then?” 
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Sitter. “Did you leave any children?” 
C.i. “Fes. Two.” 
Sitter. “Were they boys?” 
C.1. “Boy and girl.” 
Sitter. “Can you remember their names?” 
C.1. “Yes: FRED Jr. and FRANCES.” 
Sitter. “Is your wife living?” 
C.1. “Yes.” 
Sitter. “What is her name?” 
C.l. “DOROTHEA.” 
Sitter. ““Would it be all right for us to write to her?” 
“Danger.” 
Sitter. “Dangerous to write to her?” 
C.1. “Yes.” 
Sitter. dangerous?” 
C.l. “Grief.” 
Sitter. “Is she so grief-stricken?” 


C1. “Tea.” 


Sitter. ““To whom, then, can we write?” 

Sitter. “You mean, to your minister?” 
C1. “Fea” 

Sitter. ““What denomination?” 

(To this there was no answer.) 


The personality was very unhappy and apparently refused to be com- 
forted,—a positive ‘no’ being banged out by the table to all our reassur- 
ances, 

M.H. found in the Central Library of New York, in the file of one of 
the N. Y. newspapers under date Feb. 4 and 5, 1932, the following notice: 
“SLANE: Frederic H. M.D. Feb. Ist, at Waterford, Ontario, Canada: 


husband of Dorothea T. Selby. Funeral and interment at Waterford, 
Ontario, Canada.” 


Sitting No. III. March 14, 1932. 
First Control. (C.1.) 


C.l. “ASTER WALKER ... Game to come.” 
Sitter. “Where did you pass out?” 
C.i. “WHITE PLAINS, old sport.” 
Sitter. “When did you die?” 
“Fourteen years (ago).” 
Sitter. ‘How old were you?” 
 “Seventy-nine.” 
Sitter. “How can we verify this?” 
“Daughter.” 
Sitter. “Is she in this life?” 
“Yes: White Plains.” 
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Sitter. “Is your daughter married?” 


Sitter. ““What is her name?” 
“HOWE.” 

Sitter. ““What is her husband’s name?” 
“RICHARD F.” 

Sitter. address?” 
“VISTA AVENUE ... 24.” 

Sitter. “Is it in the ‘phone book?” 


“Yes: Died Hudson Road . . . 101. Home sold. Lived RED 
BANK, New Jersey, before going to White Plains.” 


Sitter. “Have you tried to reach your family?” 
“Yes.” 

Sitter. ‘““Do they know it?” 
“No. Home ideal.” 

Sitter. “is your wife in spirit?” 
“Ves.” 

Sitter. “Can you give your wife’s name?” 
“SARAH: reach family.” 

Sitter. “Would Post-office tell us about you?” 

Sitter. Bank Post-office?” 
““Yes.—Demolished home.” 

Sitter. “Home in Red Bank?” 
“Yes.” 

Sitter. “Any other children?” 
“No.” 

Sitter. “Any relatives in Red Bank?” 

Sitter. ‘Name of WALKER?” 
“No.” 

Sitter. “Can you remember their names?” 

Sitter. “Are you happy and contented?” 
“Yes... Music... Art... here.” 

Sitter. “Have you ever come before this time?” 
“Ves,” 

Sitter. “Through whom?” 
“VALEINTINE (sic) .” 

Sitter. “What did vou die of?” 
“Why recall that?” 

Sitter. “What was your business?” 
“Worked for mankind.” 

Sitter. “You had an independent fortune?” 
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(This ended the communication. The suburban telephone book was consulted 
and was found to give Richard F. Howe, 24 Vista Avenue, White Plains.) 

The Directory for White Plains, N. Y., 1915 gave: ASTER H. WALKER, 
Druggist (N. Y.). RICHARD F. HOWE, Salesman, address as above. 

The same for 1918-19 . . . ditto. 

The same for 1919-20: A new address given which proved to be exactly as it came 
over the table and was the last insertion of the name Aster Walker. 

Mrs. May Emery Hall wrote on or about the 22nd March 1932 to the Postmaster 
of Red Bank, N. J., receiving the following reply dated March 24th. 

“Dear Madam. 

Mr. Walker was a former resident of this town and worked as a drug clerk in 
several of the drug stores here. I have made inquiries at the places where he worked, 
but the only information I could get was that he died several years ago. No one seemed 
to know anything about his relatives or his wife’s name. 

I regret I could not obtain more information for you. 

CHARLES E. BECK, 
Suptd. of Mails. 


LE LIVRE DES REVENANTS 
Two Additional Verifications 


(1) In Part X of the record (see JoURNAL for June 1932, p. 255) will be found , 
the following entry: 


Tenth Control. “Name LEY .. . Son lives at Plaza. I was cigar store keeper 
... FRED was a motorman . . . Look at him now... . 


FRED T. LEY. 
Miss Ethel Holt Vivian, in a letter to Mrs. Bigelow dated Nov. 23, says: 

“Regarding the question of an identification in “Le Livre des Revenants” about 
which I spoke to you on Wednesday, the name given to you was LEY (pronounced 
‘lie’) and there was a reference to “FRED, now living at the Plaza’. 

In Springfield, Massachusetts, the LEYS are a very well known family. The 
founder (whom I believe your communicator to be) had a cigar store at the corner 
of State and Main streets. He had several sons who have all “made good”, financially 
speaking. The best known of them is Fred. T. Ley, a contractor, who made a for- 
tune, starting with government contracts during the last war. He has done some 
building in New York and (I believe) lives here permanently. I have heard it 
rumored in Springfield that he retains ownership of the building in which his father 


had his cigar-store. The rest of the information can be verified through the usual 
oficial channels. . . .” 


(2). re HARRY HAWN. (November JourNAL, 1933, p. 318.) 


Jamaica, N. Y., November 11th, 1933. 
Dear Mrs. Bigelow: 

I was intrigued about the name Hawn. Henry Gaines Hawn lived in Brooklyn 
many years and was at one time a teacher of English in the Brooklyn Polytechnic 
School. I took English and Elocution from him-for a number of years and knew 
him well. Lost track of him for many years past. He had a studio at one time in 
Carnegie Hall. Was a very interesting character and a so-called “case” but a fine 
fellow nevertheless. 

It is reasonable for me to suppose that he died. His name is no longer in the 
telephone book. No “Hawn” listed in Brooklyn and only two in Manhattan. He 
vad one daughter, who led a Suffragette march to Washington many years ago. 
Vorgotten her name. Listed in Manhattan, Beatrice E. Hawn and an S. Zena Hawn. 


is friends called him Harry. Was well known as a teacher of Voice Culture, etc. 
»mong Singers, Speakers, etc. 


JOHN B. REIMER. 
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THE INSPIRATION OF GLASTONBURY 
Part IV. 


Copyright 1933 by 
FREDERICK BLiGH Bonp 


* 


I commence this instalment of the script of J. B. S. with the tale of the 
royal visit to Glastonbury Abbey as told by Johannes. If this be the same 
occasion as the one referred to in the script of John Alleyne (15 Oct. 1909) 
—when poor Johannes was in trouble through a broken rope and a rolling 
cask (see “Gate of Remembrance,” p. 94, 1933 ed.)—then it was some years 
before the end, when Cardinal Wolsey was still in power; and the Abbot 
at the time might be Richard Bere, the builder of the Edgar and Loretto 
Chapels. And this is how it comes through J. B. S. I recall the opening 
words given in the last instalment. The occasion is the Fourteenth Sitting, 


and the date October 11th of the present year;—the hour being about 11:30 
a.m. 


“Now may Johannes tell of the coming of the King—REX—King-bird forsooth! 
Nobly stepped he;—a King in very truth;—and all was well. Abbot to the fore, in 
robes fair to see, and all of golden tracery, very nobly wrought. And from high altar 
step to kitchen-spit all be as a hive of bees a-working and a-buzz with chat which 
must be set ready for the King. 

Small the part of Johannes, though he to sweat as the ox to do his best. Rude 
laughter in the Hall and foul jest:—-and Johan to turn as young lass away at the un- 
savoury jesten. And ale as water flowed: and walloweth the swine therein. And 
mud was the alben* floor that Johan hath whitened. 

And avsleeping lolled the fair lords;—mouth oped for flies to enter therein. 
Johan saith to crony: “Mine gossip, if this be the odor of sanctity that filleth the halls, 
—well would I the clean stench of old sow in the fresh straw we laid for her! 

And would they then to make a mock of the Court Jester whose bells be out of 
tune for reason of his too much;—and his quips be but a snoring. Then hauled they up 
Johannes and cried to him to set them dancing: and Johannes would not. And a great 
oaf in royal pageantry did set to trip Johannes: so fell he upon the floor,—and as a 
crackle of thornen went up the dazzled laugh of the high-set Jack-in-apes. 

Red flared the watch-fires on the hill:—moon sickeneth pale, and to her bed. 
aweary of the sight: and cock croweth from the byre, and clean morn cometh o’er the 


Drawn apart and filled with shame, those of the Abbey saw the ungodly sight of 
sleeping greatness: and then to matins, to wash our sowlsf clean as our cowls—that had 
to be cleansed from Royal touch! Mayhap that same touch cleaseth from King’s Evilt 
but I ask it not! 


THE FIFTEENTH SCRIPT 
(October 11th. 2.20 p.m.) 


The window of the writing-room is on the twenty-sixth floor of an 
apartment house which rises clear of all surrounding buildings, and offers 
a sublime panorama of the whole range of the mid-town towers from west 
to east. It is fascinating to watch the shadows chasing across the mellow 


sunlit surfaces, and to see the windows take fire as the sun sinks low. 


*Whitewashed: J. B. S. was not familiar with this word. FBB. 
fl.e. souls: so spelt! 


tScrofula. It was a prevalent belief that the King’s touch healed this disease. 
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Maybe Johannes can see through our eyes: for he finds the spectacle 
inspiring and it seems to recall for him the stately walls and pinnacles of his 
beloved Abbey. So his first words are these: 


“Johannes at the joyous task . . . Johannes is by the casement. Looketh he to the 
towering greatness of sunlit stone, and over all the sun-filled skies as a great cup in- 
verted. So looked Johannes’ eyrie as he the world would see. Small the forest giant 
from his high lookabout:—a land so new, so clean, and ever so still with the great 
hush of a brooding time. And Johan joyed in it. 

To the flitting swallows sang he, and below,—with eyes a-squint—cowl fallen 
back’ard,—did the olden ones that doze in the garth gape at Johan and cackle—a bit 
o laughter—to see him a-mowing to the birden. 

“Come down, bratling!” shrilled the granther of ninety years. ‘Time sits a-sleep- 
ing while thou to the flitter-mice makest love. Work is holding hands with patience . 
while thou dost tarry!” 


(Here we notice an entire change in the style of writing.) 
“And so the men of strength must wait while ye spin a tale of old wives’ weav- 
ing?” 
“Nay! but Johan hath the floor. Wait you, Father Tomaso. And shall Johan 
to the tale of the Holy Well?” 


(FBB. “By all means, Johannes, give it; and ask Father Tomaso to wait 
and speak later.”’) 


‘Most holy indeed was it;—of Holy Rood,—-a thing apart and blessed. Cometh 
a dawn, and even:—bell-time—pilgrims a-many; and one sat by the spring to guard it 
well. And some that-came proudly,—giving of this world’s gear,—and would to buy 
them siller-worth o’ wholeness, went forth again no better than they came. 

But cometh one,—a man of little worth in tattered gown, and knelt he for blessing. 
And all the night was lit with glory; and he did before our fixed eyes turn to a Shining 
One of holiness so great, we trembled at his presence. So was it in the Chapel of Our 
Lady that a vision was unto me shown as little lad of our Lady Mother, who did smile 
on the lad and to him hold arms as (though) she loved him. And Johan was no more 
as lonely child weaned too soon from mother-love, but as a wee bird may flutter to the 
shelter of a shrine, so the boy Johan to the heart of his Saint. Ever loved he,—and 
ever shall love,—his holy Mother, though time be dead and earth past to dust. 

Ask ye why I be set to unwind the riddle of the losten Chapel? Through the 
dead years he hath kept the key of silence-—a patient hound ever on guard for love of 
Her he worshippeth.” 


(Here the script changes to a large firm hand.) 
“NONE SHALL ENTER UNBID: BUT TO YOU ALONE THE KEY MAY 
BE DELIVERED.” 
(Here a firm broad line was traced across the sheet.) 
FBB asked “Can you tell me anything you remember of the floor of 
the Lady Chapel?” 
“Tesselment, and of color golden and blue:—and clean, mind ye, for scrubbed not 
Jehan till the knees of him were as worn as good priers* from many prayers. 
(FBB “Do you remember the great circle on the floor?’’) 


“Black stone in-let? Know ye? The Year. Be there not ever Twelve to the 
Year, Brother? ... Laid they in gold. they were. VIRGO the first,—for she whose 
House it was.” 

“And one cometh who knoweth more than I.” 


*Praying-chairs or stools. 
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Johannes is by no means exempt from the credulity which would at 
all times find fruitful soil in the imagination of these simple-minded monks. 
We have already seen how Johannes accepts tales of magic and of miracle. 
To him there is nothing unbelievable in the report of an imp of darkness 
posing as a penitent at the gate and then vanishing with a wild yell of 
laughter. The transformation of a beggar into an angel of light is also to 
him a fact of unquestioned authenticity. We can well understand, there: 
fore, that the venerable traditions concerning the advent of the earliest 
saints took on a legendary aspect, and that any kernel of fact would be 
clothed in the motley of mediaeval fancy. And to the mind of the humble 
brother, the Abbey was as old as the immemorial hills; nor could he picture 
a time when it was not. Consequently, when he tells of the coming of 
Joseph of Arimathea, it is to the security of an already existing Abbey 
House that the traveller arrives, and it is the Father Abbot who receives 
him. So we have this tale: 


““My son, would ye of one that came of olden times to this thy cold land of 
Britain? And one Joseph came;—and he hath gone on to Paradiso meo. 

But once dwelt he humbly, and did vaunt himself one thing only;—the Golden 
Thing he carried in his heart close hid. Warm with his heart’s warmth held he that 
which would ill be hid for its very shining. 

Sanctuary sought he: and afar fled from raging hounds of hell that quarried after. 
At Glaston’s gate,—to a safe shrine,—came he at close of day, cold as ice and afar 
from home:—clad as pilgrims go, and staff to carry him,—tonsured head—at the port. 

And “What wilt thou, stranger?” And, for answer, Josephus showed the heaven- 
lit thing. Down on knees, awed and afraid, met they him. And Abbot bowed to 
earth; and, bare of shoon, did humble homage before him.” 


* * * * 


SIXTEENTH SITTING 
(October 13th. 2.30 p.m.) 


J.B.S. had been disturbed in mind over the “nonsense” about Joseph. 
F.B.B. explained that it would reflect monkish tradition which was often 
very fanciful. As Glastonbury is believed to have been a centre of the 
Druidic cult, it is conceivable that the strangers from the East might have 
been received by the “Abbot” or arch-flamen of one of their colleges. Per’ 
haps this suggestion may have contributed to inspire the following, which 
came immediately: 

“I here set down my word ... ZARKUS hath . . . (words undecipherable here) 
... 1 think me thou would’st of mine own time;—and I be before that of Johannes. 

When from the lands of Holy Lord came folk by ship, nought find they but wide 
water where now be earth:—a land a-wash and sodden of the sea. When back drew 
the power of water, black mire and green blades spread disclosed. And ever more the 
sea to land gave place; and Glaston rose, an isle new-born. 

For long the coast did to the sea conflict; and little wot ye little men of Iberian 
blood that Britain was in the making. Far back from tide-wash, towers of stone stood 
circled, dark and big with mystery;—and none could read the riddle in stone. 

I be GUNDRED, Keeper of the Flame; and I (be) in tongue CEDRY ATH 
COLLN.* The day shall . . . (here the handwriting changes) . . . “He hath gone. It 


is as a dim echo comes his voice from beyond the horizon of Time. 


*J cannot vouch for the correctness of this as the script is almost illegible. FBB. 
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“Johannes thou didst call;—and Johannes,—ever at the door,—comes as one to a 
merry-making. What would ye this day of our Lord?” 

(FBB. “Can you give me any reminiscences of your Prior?”’) 

“Prior AMBROSE:—a godly man whose beads were ever on the click; and (one 
who) did Ave Maries and journeys of the Cross,—and all to no purpose: for the devil 
tore him sore, with longing for that he should not. 

In dead o’ night, from pallet o° straw rose he, and the devil led him: and when he 
would to the prier-stool, his feet, all of their own guiding, did to the vat! And there 
did Johan find him. 

«And the devil flew from high window a-bursting with glee. 


* 


“Shame on ye!” quoth Abbot. “It is not fit thy tongue should wag to so ill- 
smelling a tale.” 

And rather would he that Johan tell of holy book and broidered page inset with 
colors many,—and made from ye skin of new lamb. Now hath Johan no joy in book: 
—tasks were they ever; and he but a blubbering dunce at larning. May he not to the 
Book o° the Woods? . . . Oaks—holy, "tis said, and with long green bearden of mosses—, 
stand a goodly company even at our Abbey walls. Wait they for those long gone that 
to them gave heed. Alltars still stood in that, mine own, day,—where blood had 
flowed ere holy Christ did come. 

“MATHIAS ... RODERICK . . ERIC-RED and EAWULF and GODERICK 
at thy call.” 

(FBB—recognizing in Eawulf a friend of former days—see Gate of 

Remembrance.—“Let Eawulf speak.”’) 

“EAWULEF: I be better at sword than pennet. I be not in love with Norman 
hounds. Wolves ne’er breed in dog’s kennel: and if I did to slay,—and mine hand was 


red with blood,—it was long agone. Killed was I at last* and by that olden one thou 
knowest. Now stand I washed of my sin.” 
* * 


“One that is dumb to words cries to speak. He holdeth in his hand a scroll, and 
thereon be strange markings; and to the great stones in brooding circle pointeth he:— 


and to the north, and to the sun that riseth. And he would tell ye of things long 
agone. 


And he, with face lifted to the dawn, chants that which is, to him, a Voice up- 


springing to eternal life:—he a mouthpiece from earth to (the) Great Life-Essence 
above. 


As cometh the sun from out the dark, and day is born; he would to sound the 
rams’ horns and call those that, in long flowing line, come to diurnal chantings, and 
at the flame upraising prayer as flares the tongue of fire.” 


* * 


THE EIGHTEENTH SCRIPT 
(October 23rd. 2.25 p.m.) 


FBB. “I would ask our friends on the other side to arrange a series of 
communications uninterrupted by any interference from others. The pur- 
port shall be left to them to determine.” | 

CONTROL. “Shall it be Johannes?” 

FBB. “Certainly—he will be quite welcome to speak.” 

JOHANNES. “This is at last mine own time:—Gloria Deo! Many moons 


have waxed since the time I would to speak of;—and thoughts crowd as (the ripples 
on) a running brook.” 
*G. of R. p. 31. 
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(Here several undulating lines were drawn across the page and Jo- 
hannes wrote—‘‘So go my thoughts.”’) 


Then came the story of the raid, and how Johannes knocked out his 
man. This has already been told. At its conclusion, a British princess for 
a few moments held the pencil. Challenged by FBB, she said: 

“Nay, not so fast, mortal man! I be not what ye think. A princess I in very 
right, and I would to speak, thought ill befitting to pipe up midst monkish moaping and 
sad-gowned . . . and I be a popinjay, if ye will;—yet I be a good maid in truth, that 
did sell all—all—to aid her lord.” e 

There was a little more to this, and signs of a conflict of influences in 
a difficulty in the writing. FBB put out his hand to steady the writing 
hand of JBS, covering it to still a twitching of the nerves. The writing 
recommenced in another hand, strong and steady: 

“Thank you, Mr. Bond,—I think your help is needed. Perhaps a very modern 
spokesman may aid you, if you decree?” 

EDMUND SPENCER (pseudonym) 

“This room is full packed with monkish applicants for a chance at this our very 
wonderfully good medium: so I will clear a space and let Johannes speak. Perhaps 
you would like me to describe Johannes? Now, it’s hard to picture him, and he 
changes even as I look:—first a boy,—red head and freckled —laughing—a sprite of mis 
chief: then a man—a man with a voice to raise ‘Laudos’ to his Lord:—then a man of 
great girth,—and so great, I have seldom seen his like. 

“Let him speak.” 

(Johannes now speaks in person: ) 


“Yea and of the wrong of that greatness may I not (speak)? And Abbot cries: 
“Now a strap about him,—and if it burst, then on bread and water till he be thin 
again!” 

And Johan did (go) an-hungered to the wood; and even as the cook held back 
the sup of good broth he craved, so growled he as growled the she-bear when she would 
to the wild honey and squirrel scattereth, tail a-jerking, when he would to her store 
of uuts. 

So hungry went Johan when blind beggar sat at wayside and (he would to) filch 
a bite from the begging-bowl. And frier, who seemed to sleep, woke betimes and 
opened seeing eyes, and clouted Johan i’ the knob, so he ran laughing away. 

And old woman sat on step—threshen*—and did mix an oaten cake: and for a 
blessing and a shriving she did sell a cake to Johan. Then back to Abbey, and quoth 
Abbot: “He cometh,—the fatted calf: methinks his shadow be not the less!” 

So was it ever. Yet loved he him: and when others slept, would to his side call 
Johan, and as to a son,—the son he would to have had,—he did tell much that eased 
his mind. 

@ 
*Door-step,—threshold. 
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THE SECRET OF IMMORTALITY* 


By FREDERICK BLIGH BOND 
Review by J. Huco Tatscu, Litt.D. 


The plethora of psychic literature which has flooded the world during the last 
eight decades, and especially since the World War, has created keen interest among 
critical individuals in psychical and metapsychical phenomena. Much that has ap- 
peared in print is decidedly elementary: in fact, a vast deal of it is so banal and so 
puerile that it can be dismissed without consideration. There has been, on the other 
hand, a small but steady stream of books which are refreshing, instructive, and stim- 
ulating. It is such literature which commands the respect of the earnest investigator— 
of one accustomed to the systematic marshalling of facts and deductions logically and 
scientifically drawn. 

Among volumes in this category Frederick Bligh Bond’s “The Secret of Immortal- 
ity” takes exceptionally high rank. Those who are familiar with his other works will 
find this a complementary volume of greatest interest. Related as it is to the earlier 
scripts, it nevertheless strikes the dominant note of a higher octave; for it opens vistas 
in the mental and spiritual worlds which have not been approached by other writers. 

The present work is related to the archaeological labors performed by Mr. Bligh 
Bond and Capt. John Alleyne as speculative masonry is related to operative. It re- 
cords the spiritual values to be associated with the practical work of the architectural 
revelations. The former, as some of our readers know, are recorded in the Gate of 
Remembrance (of which a fifth edition has recently been published by Dutton & Co. 
New York). 

The script came spontaneously on the cessation of the architectural script, as a 
series of metaphysical discourses which developed into a philosophy fascinating to those 
whose concept of psychical phenomena transcends that of individuals who can think 
only in terms of the material world One friendly observer—Ralph Adams Cram, 
Litt.D., LL.D.—considers the philosophy of the writings a development of mediaeval 
scholastic philosophy;—a conclusion in which students of mediaeval history and its 
academic by-paths will heartily agree. These by-paths in architecture, art, music, 
language, literature, science, and religion contribute constructively to the essence of 
the scripts, and develop a spiritual philosophy which compels admiration because it is 
as practical as it is lofty. 

The continually growing agreement between science and philosophy stands out 
predominantly in the scripts which form the substance of the volume. The researches 
of the material scientist—cold, calculating, uncompromising,—reach higher and higher 
into spiritual realms where the cosmic concepts of the Watchers reach down to meet 
the workers from the mundane planes. The physicist in his search for the secret of 
the atom penetrates the realm of spirit, even though he may deny the fact vehemently, 
unaware that in his pursuit of the ultimate he has extended the limits of his phvsical 
world into the outer courts of the spiritual. The impersonal omniscience of the illumi- 
nated mystic coalesces with his materially-minded co-worker, and they agree in a system 
of ethics and philosophy in which the path to greater unfoldment must be found. Man's 
responsibility to God’s Great Plan cannot be shirked: lofty emotions and sentiments 
cannot be indulged without putting them into practical expression. 

One section of the book, pages 174-177, promises to be epoch-making; for it 
touches deeply upon two issues looming largely before America today. It treats of the 
Tewish and Negro questions, and the place held by these peoples in the Great Plan. 
The first has been a problem since the Jewish people were disrupted as a nation and 
spread, unamaleamated, throughout the civilized world. The second had its origins 


in the deportation of the Negro from his native soil and his subjection to the white 


*(Marshal Jones, Inc., 212 Summer Street, Boston, Mass. Cloth 8 vo. pp. 200. Price 
$2.15 post paid.) 
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28 THE SECRET OF IMMORTALITY 


race. In all such cases it is taught by the Watchers that there is a blending of the 


psychical characteristics of the subject peoples with the dominant traits of their tyrants. 
Of war, for example, they say: 


“The intention of War (is)—the interpenetration of the material force of the 
victors by the spirit and soul of the vanquished.” 


The necessity of war, however, they declare a thing of the past; and instead of it, 
the same end is to be achieved in the future through a process of peaceful interpenetra- 
tion. An appeal therefore to the arbitrament of war is a reversion to obsolete methods. 
“Ever” they say: 

“when the world has en from a false civilization into the darkness of barbarism 
and ruin, then, from this condition, the blossoms of the garden are scattered and 
diffuse their scent through all. Thus, for the first time, these no longer must fall 
and though, after the war, there will be much pain and suffering and much pruning 
and grafting needed; instead of the destruction of civilization for the betterment 
ultimately of the race, Civilization is adjudged unworthy of the penalty and is al- 


lowed still to exist, faulty, defective, but capable of being pruned and converted to 
higher perfections.” 


“It is offered” says Mr. Bond in his commentary upon the thirty-sixth script, 
treating of the birth of a racial consciousness,—‘‘as a definite proposition, that the 
spiritual future of America depends now, and will depend upon the leaven of the 
Negro race and its power to re-awaken in the minds of the people of ‘white’ descent 
those subtle elements of spiritual intuition which have well nigh perished in them. . . . 
The only obstacle to the due fulfillment of the destiny of the race-to-be a fusion of 
negro spirituality with the intellectual brilliancy of the European is the survival and 
perpetuation of race prejudice and the color bar. ... The two elements must blend, 


for that is their destiny; and it rests with both elements alike to ensure that this shall 
be so.” 


Here is a challenge which will arouse tremendous comment; it presents a test of 
universal brotherhood from which the bravest will shrink; for the miscegenation which 
must take place before this ideal can be demonstrated will not be accepted without the 
most violent protest. If the commentator be correct in his conclusions, the human race 
is confronted with problems reaching into infinity; we of the present hour can solace 


ourselves with the fact that our personal cares are of little consequence in the larger 
picture before us. 


Mr. Bond’s commentaries challenge attention even though we may disagree when 
we reach phases that touch us individually;—such is human nature. Those seeking © 
commonplaces in his book will be disappointed; those who can bear consideration of 
universal questions will concur with the commentator that “the true evidences for the 
survival of death and the indestructible nature of the human personality are to be sought, 
not in the phenomena of physical mediumship or the objective side of spiritistic re- 
search, but on the subjective side, and especially in the right understanding of the 
powers of spiritual cognizance and intuition which lie latent within the soul of man.” 


Mr. Bond’s final chapter, which ably sums up the philosophy of the scripts as 
“The Secret of Immortality” should be given repeated reading: for in it is found the 
essence of the entire volume. 


J. Huco Tatscu. 
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